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James M<Grew Mills

Alternate Name: Centre Roller Mills

Chronology of Mill Owners

Me<Grew, James Pre-1769p Seekamp, Albert 1838p
MeGrew, James and Finley 1769p Seekamp, Albert (Heirs)  Unknown
M<Grew, James 1774p Duttera, Henry 1841p
Latshaw, Joseph 1781p Eppleman, Jacob 1855t
Cookson, Samuel 1781p Smith, Moses 18657
Eicker, Peter 1794p Metzer, Washington 1877p
Rex, George Jacob 1794p Hafer, Warren W. 1877p
Rex, George Jacob (Heirs) 1800 Hafer, Warren W. (Heirs) 1908e
Rex, George Adam - 1801T Roth, Henry G. 1909p
Ragen, Daniel 1803p Rhodes, Sarah J. ' 1914p
Slingluff, Jesse 1809p Rauscher, C. J. 1916p
Thompson, James 1810p Thomas, E. W.; Knouse, M. E.

Keener, Charles F. 1812p and Snyder, H. 1936p

Source of First-Year Ownership: D - Deed E - Estate Papers T - Tax Record

Mill Type: Grist, Saw and Hemp
Raceway: About 2,100 feet
Creek: Opossum
Township: Butler!

First Year Operation: Pre-1769

Last Year Operation: Unknown

Location: Traveling
downstream, this was the fifth of |
six mill sites on Opossum Creek. It was located in the village of Centre Mills.

s County Historical Society

Location Verification: 1770 Road Petition,? 1821 Map, 1858 Map and 1872
Atlas

1 The mill was situated on land that was part of Menallen Township until the formation of Butler
Township on August 20, 1849.

2 Glatfelter Extracts, p. 109. In 1770 there was a petition for the construction of a road to run from
the county line to an existing road running from Black’s Gap to York (now SR 394, the Goldenville
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Physical Facility: The gristmill was a three-story frame building, 50’ by 40’

Current Condition: The grist mill is still standing. It is now home to a small
business devoted to salvaging materials from old buildings.

Narrative: This mill site is located on land that was originally warranted to
Nathan Dicks in June 1747 and surveyed for him in October of the same year.
Two years later, Dicks sold his right to the warranted land to James M<Grew.
Twenty years later, in 1769, McGrew sold to his brother, Finley, a one-half interest
in five acres of the land and a one-half-interest in a “water Corn Mill and Saw
Mill” that was situated on the five acres.® The deed for this transaction is the
earliest known record of a gristmill on this site.

In 1774 Finley M°Grew returned his one-half interest in the mill property to
James McGrew. Then in 1781 James M<Grew sold the mill property to Joseph
Latshaw of Menallen Township .4

On the same day that Latshaw bought the mills, he sold them to Samuel
Cookson of Pipe Creek Hundred in Frederick County, Maryland.5¢ Cookson kept
the mills for thirteen years, then sold them to Peter Eiker of Menallen Township
in 1794, who in turn sold them two days later to George Jacob Rex, also of
Menallen Township.8 The deed that conveyed the mills to Rex is the first to refer
to the gristmill as a merchant mill.

The 1798 Federal Direct Tax provides a brief description of the
improvements on the property. It lists a log barn (50’ by 25’), a log stable (20’ by
25’), a gristmill, a sawmill and a hemp mill (mho dimensions were given for the
mills). It also shows that although Rex owned the property, George Myers
occupied it. This indicates that Myers was renting the mills from Rex.

Rex kept the mills until his death in 1800.° His son, George Adam Rex,
then inherited them by an Orphans Court decree.l01! After inheriting the mills,

Road). The road would pass by three mills on Opossum Creek: Samuel Wright's mill, Finley
MecGrew's mill and Benjamin Loan’s mill. Plotting the road’s course, and then supemnposmg it on
a modern map determined that McGrew’s mill was located at Centre Mills.

8 Deed Book F, p. 258,

4 Ihid, p. 272.

5 Ibid, and 276.

6 An article in the June 1983 newsletter of the Adams County Historical Somety implies that
Latshaw acquired the mill property in 1779. Although Latshaw did acquire land from McGrew in
1779 (Deed Book F, p. 276), that land was not the mill property itself. Instead, it was a tract of 62
and one-half acres adjacent to the mill property.

7 Deed Book F', p. 268.

8 Tbid, and 276.

¢ George Jacobs Rex Estate Papers No. 23, ACHS.
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George Adam Rex sold them in 1803 to Daniel Ragen from the city of York.12
Ragen kept the mills until 1809 when he sold them to Jesse Slingluff of Baltimore,
Maryland who sold them nineteen months later to James Thompson, also of
Baltimore. Thompson kept the mills for two years, and then sold them to Charles
F. Keener of Carlisle, Pennsylvaniag in 1812.13.14

In comparison with others, Keener proved to be a long-term owner, keeping
the mills until 1838, when he sold them to Albert Seekamp of Baltimore.!5 A year
later Seekamp offered to sell the mill property at a public sale. An advertisement
for the sale gives the following information:

VALUABLE
MILL PROPERTY
AT PUBLIC SALE
. . . Situated in Menallen township, Adams county, known by the name of
‘Keener’s Mills” The Farm contains Ninefy Acres, more or less, in good
cultivation. The improvements are a large and convenient Dwelling House, with
a good Barn, Stabling and other Out-houses, and a large Orchard; also a Grist
Mill, & Saw Mill, with good water power, and in the centre [sic] of a finely
cultivated settlement. — Opossum Creek runs through a large extent of the
Property . . .18

Seekamp did not sell the mills at the advertised public sale. Instead, he
kept them until his death.!” Ann T. Seekamp, executrix of Seekamp’s estate, then
sold the property in 1841 to Henry Duttera of Menallen Township.18

Tax records imply that in 1842 Duttera remodeled the gristmill. In 1842
the mill’s assessed value was $1,000; but in 1843 the value jumped to $3,000.
While Duttera owned the property, he had them insured with CVMP. The
insurance company described the property as follows:

A large frame dwelling house two stories high with a Log house attachment (on)
the West end one and a half stories high, situate on the North side of the Pine
Grove road leading to Oxford about three miles East of Bendersville. -- Also a large
Grist Merchant Mill 50 by 40 feet Three Stories high with 4 run of stone situated

10 Deed Book D, p. 489.

1 The year in which the decree was issued is not known. In the Chronology of Ownership
above 1801 is shown for the first year of his ownership since he was first taxed for the property in
that year. :

12 Deed Book B, p. 166. Tax records show that Ragen was taxed for the mills in 1802, the year
before the property was deeded to him.

13 Deed Book D, p. 489.

14 Deed Book F, p. 280.

18 Deed Book N, p. 474.

18 Sentinel; April 1, 1839,

17 The date of Seekamp’s death could not be determined.

18 Deed Book R, p. 309. Ann Seekamp accomplished the sale through her attorney-in-fact, Joseph
dJ. Speed (Deed Book R. p 310).
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directly opposite the dwelling on the South side of the road, also a log & frame
dwelling one and a half stories high situated about 4 perches Fast of the above
described dwelling house. Also a frame stable situated about 8 perches East of the
last described dwelling. — Also a Saw Mill, South of the above described nearly
touching.

From 1855 to 1864 Jacob Eppleman was taxed for the mill property.’® In
1865 Moses Smith began being taxed for it.2° Smith fell into financial difficulty,
and his real estate, including the mills, was sold at sheriff's sale in 1877. The
advertisement for that sale describes the property as follows:

ATRACT OF LAND, situate in Butler township, Adams county, Pa., . . . containing
90 Aecres, more or less, and improved with a Two-story FRAME HOUSE, Bank
Barn, Wagon Shed, Corn Crib, Hog Pen and other out-buildings; also a Three-story
Stone and Frame GRIST MILL, with four run of Burrs, Saw Mill, Tenant House,
and other out-buildings. — Seized and taken in execution as the real estate of
MOSES SMITH 2:

At the sheriff's sale Washington Metzer bought the property and mills.22 Less
than a month later he sold them to Warren W. Hafer 23

Hafer kept the mills until his death in 1908. In his will he instructed his
executors “to sell at public or private sale all of my real and personal estate,
within three years after my death, except the Hanover property which is not to be
sold till after my wife’s death . .. ."24

In keeping with Hafer’s wishes, his executors sold the property in 1909 to
Henry Roth of Butler Township.?> In 1913 Roth decided to sell the mill property
and an adjoining farm.

PUBLIC SALE
Of Valuable Real Estate.
The undersigned will offer for sale September 25, 1913, a farm and mill property,
situated at Center Mills, Adams County, Pa. . . .
MILL PROPERTY
The mill is known as Center Roller Mills. It has four floors, and consists of three
stands of Butler double rolls, and full Roller system of (the) most improved type;
also one large chopping buhr. This is one of the best custom mills in the county,
with plenty of grain and feed bought and sold right at the door. Water power
strong and constant. Concrete dam and race. Both in excellent condition and

19 The 1855 tax record has an assessor's note that the property was “transferred to Jacob
Eppleman.” _

20 The exact year in which Smith acquired the mills is not known.

21 “Sheriff's Sale,” Gettysburg Compiler; Mar. 29, 1877.

22 Deed Book 72, p. 305.

25 Thid.

2¢ Warren W. Hafer, Estate Papers, No. 8951, ACHS.

26 Deed Book 62, p. 324.
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chiefly maintained. With the mill there is also a dwelling house of seven rooms, a
stable, and a blacksmith shop. There is also a well of good water at this house. . .

Reason for selling is old age of owner. . .
HENRY ROTH26

Sarah J. Rhodes of Biglerville bought the mill property from Roth in 191427 In
1916 she declared bankruptcy in the U.S. District Court, and G. W. Koser was
appointed trustee of her estate. A few months later Koser sold the real estate to
C. J. Rauscher of Gettysburg at a public sale.?8

Rauscher kept the property until he fell into financial difficulty. In 1935
the sheriff sold the property to H. L. Snyder, E. W. Thomas and M. E. Krouse,
trustees of the Citizen Trust Company of Gettysburg with authority to sell. The
sheriff's deed states that the property was “Improved with a two and one half (21%)
story frame house, bank barn, chicken-house, hog pen, mill, and other necessary
outbuildings.”29

Tax records show that the trustees were taxed for the mill and property
from 1936 to 1938. After that the mill disappears from the records, and we lose
track of it. Therefore, its last year of operation is not known.

 Note of Interest: For a while the mill hosted the business meetings of a small
telephone company. The company was established in 1914 as the Centre Mills
Rural Bell Telephone. It operated until 1953, serving residents in and near
Centre Mills, Aspers and Guernsey. One of its early officers was C. J. Rauscher, a
former owner of the mill.30

A newspaper article in 1953 on the company’s closingvgives the following
information: '

The 17 subscribers of the Centre Mills Rural Telephone Co. talked over this
39-year-old line for the last time last week. The company . . . went out of business,
and the subscribers were absorbed by the United Telephone Co., which extended
new lines through the territory formerly served by the Centre Mills company.

At one time the (telephone) lines extended for approximately 20 miles, but
when the company finally “gave up the ghost,” the lines were only five and a half
miles in length. The company’s policy through the years was to charge just enough
to maintain service, without making a profit. Due to inability to obtain materials,

26 Gettysburg Times; Sept. 5, 1913.

27 Deed Book 72, p. 305.

28 Deed Book 77, p. 400.

29 Sheriff Deed Book B, p. 271.

8 Minutes of business meetings in Centre Mills file at ACHS and “Centre Mills Rural Telephone
Company Ends 39 Years Service,” Gettysburg Times; Apr. 15, 1953.
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expert labor and necessary time, the lines depreciated to the point where
replacement became necessary.3!

81 “Centre Mills Rural Telephone Company Ends 39 Years Service,” Gettysburg Times; Apr. 15,
1953.
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Opossum Creek
linch = 2 miles

1 Joel Wright L
2 William Cline® 7~ -7
3 Samuel Wright S
4 William Wright |
5 James McGrew
6 Benjamin Loan

i s
Biglerpille,

The Opossum Creek, a tributary of the Conewago Creek, is about nine
miles long. The headwaters are in the South Mountains inside Adams County.
Confined to the northern and eastern parts of Menallen and Butler Townships,
the creek flows in an easterly direction. The Opossum starts on the north side of
Bear Mountain near the town of Wenkswville, flowing east parallel to the Wenks-
ville-Bendersville Road. Above Bendersville, the creek changes it course to the
south through Aspers and meets the Conewago Creek about three miles due east
of Biglersville. Over ten runs drain into the creek. All of these runs are spring
fed. The water supply is ample and moves at a fast pace due to the hilly terrain.
At one time the creek and its tributaries provided waterpower for one fulling mill,
five gristmills and 14 sawmills.
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